
Year Two 
Key Stage 1



A day in Y2.
The children have settled in really well and have picked up the new routines very quickly.

• The start of our day:

– Walk upstairs, 

– hang coats, 

– into classrooms, 

– wash hands, 

– put bookbags away, 

– spellings, morning job

• Learning is structured for most of the day in Y2. There is a lot to 
get through and we all work very hard.

• Y2 are the last to go in for lunch but the children still have plenty 
of time to finish their lunch. 



A year 2 Classroom

Working wall

A typical classroom layout

Small world play



Our aim is…

• To extend children’s learning and build upon 
where they are now.

• Create a classroom environment where all are 
encouraged to achieve.

• Have adult-focused and child-led activities taking 
place to enable children to consolidate and 
extend their learning.

• Set challenges for children to develop 
independence.

• Give clear boundaries for behaviour.



Be Safe
Be Kind
Be Ready!



Reading 



Reading 
Fluent word-reading   
Comprehension 
Motivation to read (Reading for Pleasure)

•Daily phonics lessons (word-reading)
•Shared reading of high quality texts in English lessons
•Guided Reading (reading in groups with an adult)
•1:1 reading
•Story time and poem/song every day (fiction and non-fiction)
•Independent reading opportunities daily
•Book assembly
•Access to library books to support reading for pleasure
•Special events – whole school text focus, poetry slam





Reading progression
• Children continue to progress through the book 

levels in Year 2. Books match the phonics sounds 
learnt.

• Teaching staff will move the children to the next 
book level at the appropriate point.

• Home School diaries are the way we can 
communicate about your child’s reading. Please 
bring the reading book and diary every day.

• Changing books – once a week. Reading books 
more than once is important to build fluency and 
comprehension skills.





Phonics Screening Check 
• 1:1 with a teacher in a quiet room.
• 40 words containing sounds from phases 2, 3, 4 and 5.
• Real and nonsense words that can be decoded. 



Writing 
• Writing is communication – our 

aim is for the children to be able 
to express themselves and their 
ideas in writing which other 
people understand. 

• Complex - involves idea 
generation, oracy, spelling, 
handwriting skills and stamina.

• Reading widely is key to 
becoming a good writer.

• Use Think-Say-Write-Check as a 
tool to support writing.



Spelling
• Important for fluency of writing. 
• We teach spelling explicitly. 
• Spelling across the curriculum.
• Spellings related to weekly writing focus
• Teach spelling patterns.
• Talk is key. 
• Word curiosity.
• Spelling at home.



Handwriting
•Handwriting and presentation continues to be a big focus.
•Important for writing fluency and to be understood.
•Teach handwriting four short sessions a week and aim for 
children to use their best handwriting across the curriculum. 
•In Year 2 we move from printed letters to cursive (see Home 
Diary). 
•We teach letters in families.
•Initially, children continue to use print in their independent 
writing while we teach joined writing in handwriting lessons. 
•By the end of the year most children will be using some 
joins in their everyday writing





Number and place value. 

Addition and subtraction.

Multiplication and division.

Fractions.

Measurement, 

Properties of shapes.

Position and direction.

Statistics.

Maths

Over the course of the year we will learn about:



Mastering maths.
We believe that 
everyone can do 
maths and there’s 
no such thing as a 
maths person. 
Maths is a subject 
that everyone can 
and should be able 
to perform 
confidently and 
competently. 



We aim to teach by 
breaking down maths 
objectives into the 
smallest steps, so 
that every pupil is 
secure in every new 
concept before 
moving on. We focus 
upon teaching for 
fluency, reasoning 
and problem solving. 



Maths Hot spot. (Key Instant recall facts, counting)

Whole class introduction – Engage, share Walt.

Guided Practise – I do you watch, We do together

Skill – Practise what we have learnt so far sometimes with 
a partner.

Master – independent work

Deepen (Reasoning)

Deepen (Problem Solving)

A typical maths lesson



Really Important knowledge: 
Year Two

Number facts
• Bonds to 20: 

o Additions: 11 + 9, 12 + 8, 13 + 7, 14 +6, etc
o Subtractions: 20 – 1, 20 – 2, 20 – 3, 20 – 4, 20 – 5 etc.

• Bonds to all numbers up to 20 - All the different ways 
to make 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 etc.

• Count in  2s, 5s, 10s 
Concepts
• Understanding the concept of ¼, 1/3, ½, ¾ 
• Use money in everyday contexts (coins and notes). 

Understanding the concept of change.
• Tell the time



Maths Homework
To help your child to learn their number facts we will 
soon be starting to send home number facts for 
them to learn.
We call these facts Key Instant Recall Facts and 
ideally your child should learn, through repetition 
and practise, to be able to respond instantly with the 
answer to a calculation.
Just as you can tell me instantly that 4 + 4 = 8  so 
by the end of Year 2 should your child.
At school we reinforce this learning in our regular 
maths hotspots. 
These facts provide part of the toolkit your child can 
use to help them solve more complex problems.



Other activities you can do at home to support 
mathematical development.



Wider curriculum



Topics

Dragons

Journeys

Plants

Habitats

The Great Fire of London



Art and Design Technology
– Build on the skills and techniques they have 

developed in Y1. 
– Single lessons and develop projects over a number of 

weeks. 

Art 
– Learn about various artists, compare their work.

Design technology
– Design, make, evaluation processes and technical 

knowledge (how things work and what makes them 
stronger etc).

– Food. Healthy diet and where food comes from.



History      and       Geography



Music      and      PE



Computing
- Key skills using an iPad.
- Using a computer as a writer.
- Animation.
- Branching databases.
- Algorithms! 
- Programming and 

debugging. 
- Online safety. 



Science Plants

Animals, including 
humans

Living things and 
their habitats

Uses of everyday 
materials

In Year 2 children will:
• perform simple tests
• ask and answer questions
• gather and record data to  

answer questions
• make observations using 

simple equipment 
• identify and classify objects



RE and multi-cultural learning 

Each half term there is a focus 
linked to a specific religion to 
support the children’s 
developing understanding of 
different beliefs.



Relationship and Health Education.

• From September 2020, it is a statutory requirement that all primary age children will be 
taught Relationship and Health Education (RHE).

• Relationship and Health Education is designed to equip children with knowledge to make 
informed decisions about their wellbeing, health and relationships as well as preparing 
them for a successful adult life.

How is it taught?
In year 2  R.H.E  is taught in a combination of cross curricular subjects and discrete lessons.
It is taught through:
• Whole class and small group discussion
• Role play and drama
• Physical Education-Fitness, health, the human body
• Stories
• Religious Education- beliefs, values, respect
• Personal and Social Education- well being 
• Science- nutrition, health, the human body
• Information and computing technology.- online safety

RHE



Days to remember!

Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park

Ecclesall
Woods

At the woods we will 
learn about compass 
points, we will make 
fires and we will build 
shelters.

Mary Chadwin 
Workshops 

These are some of the trips we 
have done in the past. Keep your 
finger crossed!!!

Hepworth 
Gallery

Dragons made from 
clay and natural 

materials found in 
the garden 



Events that will/may happen later 
in the year

School swimming
We will send a letter 
out nearer the time 
will all the details on.

Transition to Junior 
School

We work closely with 
the Lydgate Junior 
School and plan a 
range of activities to 
support transition.



Key Stage 1 assessments

These typically take place in May and 
we will hold a meeting nearer the 
time to explain in more detail what 

the assessments involve.



Practical stuff…parental 
involvement…..

• Building skills of independence.
• PE (watches and earrings cannot be worn in PE).  
• Label everything! Even more important this year!!!
• Parents evenings – these will be a zoom meeting after 

half-term. More information will follow over the next few 
weeks. 

• The best way to get in touch with your class teacher 
about home learning is via the class emails. For 
example…

class9@lydgate-inf.sheffield.sch.uk
If you need to speak to a teacher about other issues,    
please arrange a time for a conversation. 

• Information will be sent home in specific letters, a 
Thursday newsletter and sometimes verbally via your 
child!


